Guideline for Referral Criteria To Community Paediatricians



GUIDELINE FOR REFERRAL CRITERIA TO 
COMMUNITY PAEDIATRICIANS

This referral guideline has been devised to address the staffing crisis in the Community Paediatric Team, as an interim arrangement from April 2010 – April 2011. This is in order to prioritise those children with the greatest need. 
Background

The Paediatricians working in the community have special skills in developmental, social, behavioural and educational paediatrics as well as neuro-disability.

Community Paediatricians are specialist doctors in child health responsible for the assessment, diagnosis and management of children with moderate and severe neuro-developmental disorder or complex disability from birth to 16 years (and up to 19 years if there are significant special educational needs who are already known to service).

Referrals send to:

           
Orchard House 



Child Health Department



Greylees 



Sleaford



Lincolnshire


NG34 8PP



Tel:
01529 416017



Fax:
01529 416086

Source of Referrals

1.
GP 

2.
Special Education Needs Co-ordinator/ Head teachers 

3.
Social Services 

5.
LEA – for Statutory Assessment for Special Educational Needs.


What Happens when referrals are made?

A Referral Officer will receive and log all referrals.  The referral will be read and the request considered by the community paediatrician.

A written confirmation will be sent to the referrer and the child’s parents/carers if the referral meets the criteria and an appointment will be offered.
In cases where the referral does not meet the criteria set in this document, this will be communicated to the referrer with a written response.

Advice on Content of Referral Letters/Forms

In making a referral please include information on context and background, not just symptoms and/ or possible diagnosis

1. Essential information

            -Name and date of birth of referred child/children

            -Address and telephone number

            -Who has parental responsibility?
            -Surnames if different to child’s

            -GP details

             -NHS number

             -School attended

2. Reason for referral
           -What are the main concerns that you want our service to address?
            -How long has this been a problem and why is the family seeking help now?
            -Is the problem generalised or specific to certain situations (e.g?  home/school)?

           - Perceived level of severity
           -Your understanding of the problem/issues involved

3. Other relevant information

           -Past medical history including medication.

           -Family composition and circumstances
          -Other agencies involved including reports e.g. for pre-school children; Health Visitor          reports, for school aged children; Individual Educational Plans (IEP’s) etc
It is essential that the referral to our service has been discussed with the parent(s)/carer(s) and the referred child/children and that they are in agreement with the referral being made.
Criteria For New Referral to Community Paediatrician

1.
Children with a delay in their development.

2.
Children who present with social communication difficulties where a diagnosis of autism and asperger’s syndrome is suspected up to the age of 7 years, and over 7 years on a case by case merit.
3.  
Medical advice for adoption and fostering.

4.
Statutory medical assessment for statement of special education needs – requests 
from Director of Children’s Services.
5.
Children with severe and complex disabilities such as cerebral palsy, muscular

           Dystrophy etc.

6.        Children with persistent behavioural problem up to the age of 7 years, who are
unresponsive to behavioural intervention and behaviours are present in two or more settings e.g. school and home, who may have underlying neuro-developmental cause such as ADHD; and over the age of 7 years on a case by case merit – with evidence of recent interventions.
7.
Children with moderate to severe motor difficulties e.g. developmental coordination  

           disorder .

8.
Children with a genetic diagnosis known to be associated with developmental difficulties such as Down’s syndrome.
9.
Children who have difficulties with accessing education on account of developmental 
problems or sensory impairments.
Consider making a direct referral to the child and family services (CAMHS), for  children with behavioural problems thought to be due to emotional, or conduct disorder or other mental health problem e.g. obsessive compulsive disorder, anxiety disorder, depression, self-harming behaviour, eating disorder, psychosis, tourettes, attachment difficulties and any other child who meets their referral criteria.  Children with acute illnesses, constipation and enuresis should be referred to the general practioner or hospital paediatricians as appropriate.  Referral to Social Services where there are safeguarding issues.  Consider TAC (CAF) where issues are primarily environmental, socio-economics.  
Community paediatricians do not undertake assessments of dyslexia.

Area Covered

Referrals will be accepted from schools within Lincolnshire and/or residential address within Lincolnshire.
Target

To ensure that referrals that meet the referral criteria are accepted, seen by the Community Paediatrician within 12 weeks from the date of receiving the referral.

Review Date: April  2011
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